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Naouamne vidiſti quenquam tam laborioſum &9 

exercitum, quam Varenum meum cui, quod 
ſumma contentione impetraverat, defendendum, & 
qulaſi rurſus petendum fruit. Bithym ſenatusconſultum 
apud Conſules carpere, & labefattare ſunt aufi, atque 
etiam abſenti Principi criminari ab illo ad ſenatum 
remiſſi num deſtiterunt. Hgit Claudius Capito irreve= 
renter magis quam conſtanter. Reſpondit Fronto 
Catius graviter & firme. Senatts ipſe mirificus. 
Nam illi quoque qui prius negarant, Vareno que pe- 
tebat, eadem dands, poſtquam erant data, cenſue- 
runt. Singulos enim, integra re, difſentire fas eſſe, 
peradta, quod pluribus placuiſſet, cunctis tuendum. 
Acilius tantum Rufus, & cum eo ſeptem an otto ? 
Septem imo, in priore ſententia perſeverarunts Eraut 
im hac paucitate nonnulli, quorum temporaria gravitas, 
vel potius gravitatis imitatio ridebatur. Tu tamen 
Aſtima quantum nos in ipſa pugna certaminis mane= 
at, cujus quaſi prelufio atque præcurſio has contenti- 
ones excitavit. PI IN. Epiſt. 6. 13. 
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PLEADING 


Reverend Synod of FIFE, &. | 


Mop ERATOR, 


Entred an Appeal againſt the Reſolu- 

tions of the Presbytery of Dumferm- 
ling to this Reverend Synod, in Name 

of Sir John Bruce of Kinroſs ; and by 

the Mandate of the ſame Gentleman, 
I now appear before this Reverend Judicature to 
ſupport and maintain his Appeal. 0 

The Queſtion that comes now before you, is 

the moſt important, I dare ſay, that ever came 

before this Reverend Judicature, or indeed any, 

Judicature whatever; and it is as new as it is im- 

: portant: For I doubt much if ever it was made a 

| A 2 Que- 


(4) 
Queſtion before, in any State or regular and form- 
ed Society, that has exiſted ſince the Creation of 
the World, -Whether the Members of an inferior 
Court, who own and acknowledge the Juriſdiction 
in the laſt Reſort, of a Supreme Court, may law- 
fully djſobey the Commands offuch Supreme Court, 
without reſigning their Office? But happy for me, 
Sir, who am to treat the Queſtion, chat it is as free 
from Difficulty, as it is new and important. Had 
a ſingle Man ſtumbled into ſuch an Act of Diſo- 
bedience, it would not have been any Matter of 
Amazement or Surprize ; we all know what 
would have been ſaid of the poor Man, and there 
the World would have left him, without further 
Enquiry, but with the common Expreſſions of Pi- 
ty and Compathon : But when it appears to be 
the Act and Deed of a Body compoſed of four- 
teen Reverend and grave Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
People are at a Stand, and cannot but wonder at 
fo new and furprizing an Event, and dread the 
Conſequences ; for by this Act of Diſobedience, 
the Law is trode under Foot, the Conſtitution of 
the Church is wounded in its moſt ſenſible Parts, 
the Subordinarion of irs Judicatures is overturned, 
and the Authority of its ſupreme Court, made 
awſul by the Preſence of Majeſty, is with Bare- 
face aſfronted, contemned, ſpurned at. Theſe 
are ſtrong Things, Sir, bur I ſhall have no Diffi- 
culry to make them out; for they are ſelf conſe- 
quent from the Fact. It is not by long Deducti- 
ons and a Train of Argument, that I ſhall need 
to uniold the pernicious Conſequences with which 
the Sentence I complain of is pregnant, TI ſhall 
need but to point at them, and they will appear 
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in ſo ſtrong a Light of a without 
any varniſh of mine, as will diſcover them to the 
moſt ignorant; I ſhall only need to draw aſide a 
very thin Veil made uſe of to cover this Sentence; 
which, altho' it has been ſanctified with the Name 
of Conſcience, yet when it has been but a very 
little examined, it will appear upon the ſmalleſt 
Scrutiny to be a very thin Covering for what it 
was intended to conceal. 


But now, Sir, to come more cloſely to the 


Subject Matter of my Appeal. 

Meoderator, The Supreme Court of this Natio- 
nal Church having ſettled Mr. Robert Stark Mini- 
ſter of the Pariſh of Kinroſs, did upon the Presby- 
tery of Dumfermling's Refuſal to receive and en- 
rol him as a Member, ordain the Presbytery upon 
a Day certain, to receive and inrol him. Upon 
the appointed Day Mr. Start appeared before the 
Presbytery with the General Atlembly's Order in 


his Hand, praying, in conſequence thereof, to be 


admitted a Member of their Body. After ſome 
Hours Debate, whether they ſhould obey the 
Sentence of their ſuperior Court, they put off the 
further Conſideration of the Affair till their next 
ordinary Meeting. This Delay being, in the Na- 
ture of the Thing, a direct and plain Act of Dif- 
obedience to the peremptory Injunction of the 
General Aſſembly, I entred an Appeal, and pro- 
teſted againſt the Proceeding, in Name and Be- 
halt of Sir John Bruce F, 

We 


* Fatendum tamen eſt in ejuimodi Conciliis, imprimis ubi ea 
ex multis hominibus conſtiterint, difficillime negotia expedire; 
ſæpe & illa exitum omnino reperire non poſſe, ob diſcrepanti- 
am judiciorum, & nonnullorum pervicacia incxpugnabili, 
-Puſfen, l. 7. cap. 2, § IF, 5 EY 
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We were in Hopes, . that how ex 


traordinary ſoever this Reſolution might appear 
to the World, yet poſſibly at the Bottom, it 
might be no more than a Volley of the ſame Fire 
we had formerly met with, in order to preſerve 
to the laſt the manly Look, and that therefore, 
the Presbytery at their next Meeting would relent 
a little, and at laſt ſubmit. This was not only 
our Expectation, but the Expectation of every 
Body who heard the Story; for no one could well 
imagine, that after ſo long a Struggle, an inferior 
Judicature of this Church would at laſt take it in- 
to their Head to diſpute the Authority of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly, and make a Point of it. My 
Conſtituent had got the principal Thing he want- 
ed, and on this Occaſion, had no Inclination to 
do the leaſt Thing which might exaſperate, by 
making the Presbytery's Reſolution to found in 
the Prints with Exclamation, which on ſuch Oc- 


caſions, Men thus ill uſed are apt to do. No, Sir, 


he had got enough on't, and look d quietly on 
till a few after Meetings of the Presbytery con- 
vinced him, that the Reſolutions of the firſt 
Meeting, which he had reaſonably enough appre- 
hended to be a Bravade, was a Reſolution in good 
earneſt, which they were to abide by. The Mit- 
fortune, I am afraid, has been, that the Thin 

being made Matter of Conſcience at the firſt Meet- 
ing, could not well be afterwards retracted; and 
to ſay Truth, the Proceeding in that View is moſt 
conſiſtent, if the after Meetings of the Presbytery 
did not throw a new Light upon the Queſtion; 
for without a new Light, it is not to be imagined 
2 Point of Conſcience is to be departed from. 


But 
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But what was not found in the Meetings of the 
Presbytery, will I hope be found in this Reve- 
rend Judicature ; and that the Queſtion being 
here cleared up by the Prudence and Wiſdom of 
the Reverend Synod, will make it evident that 
the genuine and true Dictate of Conſcience in ſuch 
Caſes, is, to ſubnit where Obedience is due. 

Thus, Moderator, are we obliged very much 
contrary to our Inclinations, to come before you 
with a Proteſt and Appeal againſt the Presbytery. 
It is founded, you fee, upon a ſingle Reaſon, in 
it ſelt the moſt obvious, and agreeable to the ge- 
neral Senſe of Mankind, and their uniform Pra- 
Etice in all Ages. Our Appeal has tor its Baſis 
the firſt and governing Principle of Society, com- 
priſed in the Idea ſignified by the ſingle Word, 
SUBORDINATION ÞF. 

I believe, Moderator, that it never entred into 
the Imagination of any Man living, to think that 
any Society or Body of Men could ever live to- 
gether, in any comfortable Way, in Peace and 
Order, without lodging ſomewhere a viſible ſu- 
preme Power and Authority, which ſhould deter- 
mine in all Controverſies in the laſt Reſort. Was 
there ever heard of, a Body of Men exiſting in a- 
ny Territory, great or {mall, which did not place 
a Power in the laſt Reſort, ſome where or other, 
in ſome one Perſon, or in ſome certain Number? 
Suppole we even, that this was nor done of pre- 
meditated Detign and fixed Purpoſe, yet Men 
would naturally fall into it; and what was not 

given 
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communi cognotcitur, fed & diviua probatur auctotitate. Grote 
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given by formal Election ad Choice, would in- 
ſenſibly in any Number got together, become the 
Lot at laſt of the Man or Men of the greateſt 
Power and Genius. Let us bting our Views 
within a narrower Compaſs, and look at the ſmal- 
ler Communities and Societies of Men, of which 
the greater Bodies of States and Nations are com- 
poſed, and in every the leaſt of them, we ſhall 
find the ſame Notion prevail; we ſhall find a 
Power in the laſt Reſort, as to, their own parti- 
cular Juriſdiction, which concludes and deter- 
mines them with reſpect to the particular Con- 
cerns of their own Body, and this laſt Reſort is 
the Vote of the Majority *. This, I ſay, we ſhall 
find wherever we caſt our Eyes, from the high- 
eſt and moſt honourable, to the loweſt and mean- 
eſt Corporation, from the Council of a reſpected 
Community, downwards to the Bodies of Water- 

men 


Habent autem omnes { conſociationes] hoc commune, quod 
in iis rebus, ob quas conſociatio quæque inſtituta eſt, uni verſitas, 
& ejus pars major nomine univerſitatis obligant ſingulos, qui 
ſunt in ſocietate. Omnino enim ca credenda eſt fuiſſe voluntas 
cocuntium, ut ratio aliqua eſſet expediendi negotia, eſt autem 
manifeſte iniquum, ut pars major ſequatur minorem : quare 
naturalicer, ſecluſis pats ac legibus, quæ formam tractandis 
negotiis imponunt, pars major jus habet integri. Groz. l. 2. 
65 5. 6 17. 

Numerantur enim ſententiæ, non ponderantur: nec aliud in 


publico conſilio poteſt fieri, in quo nihil eſt tam inæquale, quam 


æqualitas ipſa: nam cum fit impar prudentia, par omnium jus 
eſt. Plin. l. 2. Epiſt. 12. 

Et regulariter ubi quis abſolute & citra exceptionem ſeſe ali- 
cui cœtui aut concilio adjunxerit, cum non poſſit poſtulare, ut 


teliqui omnes ipſius ſententiam ſequantur, aut propter unius 


diſſenſum intermittant, quod ſibi utile aut neceſſarium videtur; 
præſumitur ſeſe obligaſſe, ad ſequendum & ratihabendum, in 
quod maxima pars fociorum conſpirayerir. Puffer, l. 7. 6 25 
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9 | 
men and Carters. In a Word, Sir, the Neceſſity 
of a Power in the laſt Reſort, is every where ſo 
viſible, that it is impoſſible to conceive a Notion 
of living in Peace and Order in Society without 
it; and from that Neceſſity, this Propoſition ſpõn- 
taneouſly flows, namely, That wherever this 
Power and Authority is fixed by the Conſtitution 
of any Society, whether Civil or Ecclefiaſtick; 
Submiſſion and Obedience is neceſſarily and eſſen- 
tially due to its Deciſions. Than which, as I 
concelve, there is no Propoſition in moral Philo- 


ſophy, whoſe Truth can be made out by a clear- 


er and ſimpler Evidence, accemmodated to the 
Apprehenſion of the meaneſt Capacity. It is a 
Truth of that Kind which ſtrikes at firſt Sight “, 
with an Evidence which is irreſiſtible, and is ca- 
pable of a Demonſtration of its own proper Kind 
and Nature in moral Philoſophy, as this is in Ma- 
thematicks, that the three Angles of a Triangle 


are equal to two right ones. The Foundation 
55 Prin- 


* Senſu communi cognoſcitur: unde illud. 
mne ſub regno graviore regnum eſt. 
Et Papinii illud: 
Vice cuntta reguntur : 

| Alrerniſque regunt. 
Et Auguſtini dictum celebre : Ipſos humanarum rerum gradus 
adverte : ſi aliquid juſſerit curator, faciendum : non tamen ſs 
contra proconſul jubeat : aut ſi conſul aliguid jubeat, & aliud Im- 
perator, non uttque contemuis poteſtatem, ſed eligts majori ſerum 
re: nec hjnc deber miner iraſci, ſi major prelatus eſs. Et hoc 
ejuſdem de Pilato : Ialem quippe Deus dederat illi poteflatem, 
us efſet etiam ipſe ſub Ceſaris poteſtate. Grot. I. 1. c. 4. S 6. n. z. 

Id tamen extra dubium eſt, ſanam rationem ſatis dictitaſſe, 
poſt multiplicatum genus humanum, decus, pacem atque inco- 
lumitatem ejuldem ſubſiſtere non potuille niſi conſtitutis civita - 
tibus, quæ ſine ſummo imperio intelligi nequeunt. Pruſfen, l. 7. 


6, 3. § 2. 


TO 

Principles of Society, ſuch as this is, have a Cha- 
racter of Truth in them, which touches and per- 
ſwades more than even the Truths in Geomet 
do: Theſe enter into the Mind indeed with che 
utmoſt certainty, but not into the Minds of all, 
for the Minds of all are not capable of apprehend- 


ing them; whereas the firſt Principles of Society 


have a Character of Truth in them, which affect 
both the Mind and the Heart; and ſuch is our 
Nature, probably from our original Deſtination 
to Society, that the Minds of all are capable of 
receiving them. Such Truth, I ſay, ſhines forth 
from my Propoſition, that Wherever Juriſdiction 
is placed in the laſt Reſort, it cannot be reſiſted 
without tending to overthrow that Conſtitution, 


whoſe Preſervation in Peace and Order, it is pri- 


marily deſigned to maintain and ſupport . 
Now 
7 If Men followed the Law of their rational Nature, every 
one would for the Sake of Virtue, do that which he does now 
out of Intereſt, and for Fear of Punithment : So that there 
would be no Occaſion in that Caſe for poſitive Laws or exem- 
plary Puniſhments. Reafon would be our Common Law, and 
we ſhould live in ſimplicity without Pomp, in the mutual Com- 
merce of good Deeds without Property, and in a perfect Equa- 
lity without ſcalouſy. We ſhould know no other Superiority 
but that of Virtue, nor any Sort of Ambition, but to be gene- 
rous and diſintereſted. The ſacred Writings, as well as the 
profane, abundantly teſtify, that Man did not long follow the 
Law of his rational Nature, and Experience ſatisfies us, that 
he does not follow it at preſent. Thus Order now demands, 
that che ignorant and wicked Multitude ſhould not be left at 
Liverty to do every Thing according to its own Caprice; and 


therefore, unleſs we were to live in a molt frightful Anarchy, 


where the ſtrongeſt do whatever they will, a ſupreme Power 
to whoſe Deciſions all ought to ſubmit, is abſolutely and indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary; which ſupreme Power muſt be abſolute, 
that is muſt determine always in the laſt Reſort, and in all its 
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Now, Reverend Sir, it wif be readily granted 
me, that the Juriſdiction in the laſt Reſort, with 
reſpect to Matters Eccleſiaſtick, is veſted in the 
General Aflembly of this Church; and 'tis nalefs 
inconteſted, that this inferior Judicature I com= 
plain of, has deliberately refifted its Orders in the 
preſent. Caſe ; the Act of Diſobedience appears on 
the Face of their Records, and it is ſtill avowed. 
The Queſtions then which ariſe from the Fact, 
are partly of publick, partly of private Concern. 
'The firſt conie out thus, What 1s the Nature of 
the Offence, how enormous it is, and how it 


ought to be centured ? The laſt, What is the In- 


Juſtice from thence reſulting to the private Parties 
complaining, and how it is to be redreſſed? 

As to the Nature and Conſequences of the Of- 
fence, they diſcover themſelves from what I have 
ſaid; It is a Miſdemeanor, to give it the mildeſt 
Name, which being drawn into Example, muſt 
inevitably, in the Opinion of every ſober Man, at 
laſt overturn the preſent Eccleſiaſtick Conſtituti- 
on, which can hardly be well imagined to hap- 
pen, without ſhaking the Foundations of the Ci- 
vil Eſtabliſhment alſo ; which therefore, if not 
check'd, threatens a total Revolution. Whar 
proper Name to give it, I cannot tell. If we 
were in the Caſe of an inferior Civil Court's diſo- 


beying thus the Orders of the ſovereign Civil 


Court, which has Juriſdiction in the laſt Reſort, 
I believe we ſhould call it Rebellion, conſidering 
B 2 | tho 


3 


Deciſions be fnal, otherwiſe, Powers muſt be multiplicd with - 
out Ead; which being impoſſible, makes it abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to have a hxed Degree of Authority ſuperior to all. Af. Fra, 
de Salignac de la Mol he. Fenelon, Archeutque de Carabray, 
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12 
the Nature of the Crime, and its viſible Tenden- 
cy; but we have no ſuch Species of High Trea- 
ſon defined in Law, or in any Statute, becauſe 
the Caſe never exiſted, and is ſuch an Extrava- 
gance, as was never likely to exiſt in any ſettled 
Government, and therefore not to be dreaded and 
guarded againſt by any poſitive Law *. I am 
credibly informed, the like never happened or fell 
under the Cognizance of our Supreme Eccleſia- 
ſtick Courts, at leaſt it has happened fo ſeldom, if 
ever, that it has received no Deſcription in Eccle- 
ſiaſtick Acts by which we can call it, a ſpecifick 
Oftence or Crime, ſo as to diſtinguiſh it by any 
particular Name. Being therefore a new 'Thing, 
which yet wants a Name, I ſhall call it by the 
ſofreſt general Appellation, # M1ſdemeanor. 

But whatever be the Name and Nature of the 
Miſdemeanor, or what Way it ought to be cen- 
fured, is not my preſent Buſineſs to enquire, I 
leave that Part to the Reverend Synod, ex officio, 
and without my Application, to vindicate the Ju- 
riſdiction of the General Aſſembly, in ſuch Way 
and Manner as to their Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 
My Demand is only for Redreſs of the Injuſtice 
done to the Pariſh of Kinroſs, by this Act of Diſ- 
obedience, the Bulk of whoſe Inhabitants, the 
Gentleman whoſe Cauſe I plead, is bound by very 
natural Ties to protect and defend. The Inju- 
ſtice dane here, ariſes from the Conſequences and 
Effects 


* In {uch Commiſſions and Orders to inſerior Magiſtrates, as 
do not lcave the Cognizance of the Natter to him, but only 
decree ſome Point of Executive Obedience - he is obliged to 
obey his Orders without more to do. Barbyrac on Puſſen. l. 7. 
2. 8. & 10. giving the Words of his Author, in his Treatiſe De 
om̃cio hominis & Civis. 


11 
2 
3 
* 
5 
> 
* 
A 
* 
"x 
= | 
1 
"F 
* 
MN 
. # 
N 


1 
Effects of the Presbytery's Diſobedience. It is 
well known what Animoſities and Divifions in 
the Pariſh have ſprung from the Endeavours uſed 


to hinder Mr. Stars Settlement, and to what an 
extravagant Height his Oppolers have run, char- 


ging even a General Aſſembly, compoſed chiefly 
of the Reverend Paſtors of this Church, with no 
leis a Crime than acting in Contradiction to the 
Word of God, in a Petition preſented to the Pre- 


8bytery, which I have in my Hand. Was this a 
Way to heal the Diviſions in the Parith, inſtead 


of a ſevere Rebuke to the ſix Petitioners, which 
common Decency required, to receive their Pett- 
tion kindly, and in the End to comply with it ? 
It is ſo maniteſt, that the Presbytery's Diſobedi- 
ence to the Act. of Aſſembly, had a direct Ten- 
dency to add freſh Feuel to the Fire, that it re- 
quires the moſt extenſive Charity to believe that 
it was not ſo deſigned. Far be it from me to 
charge the Presbytery with ſo wicked an Intenti- 
on; but ſtill ] muſt be excuſed to ſay, that their 
Diſobedience has as fully and effectually in the 
Event anſwered that End, as if it had been ſo in- 
tended. There are many of the Reculant Part- 
ſnioners of Kinroſs, who ] know are diſpoſed to 
ſubmit to Mr. Stars Miniſtry, if they did not 
make it a Point of Honour not to deſert the Pre- 
sbytery, as they call it, ſo long as the Presbytery 
for their Sake are determined not to obey the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. Such are the Effects of the Pre- 
sbytery's Diſobedience, and I ſubmit it to the 
Judgment ofthe Reverend Synod, if they are not 
very natural Effects of ſuch a Cauſe. 
Here lies the Groynd of Complaint, and has 
not 
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not my Conftituent living in the midft of all the 
Fury and Rancour which are the native Offspring 
of ſuch Contentions amongſt his Feuers and Te- 
nants, Reaſon to pray that the Reverend Synod 
would apply a timely Remedy ? If it was not 
for that, it would be a Matter extremely indiffe- 
rent to Sir Foha Bruce whether Mr. Stark was 
formally admitted a Member of the Presbytery or 
no; and if it was not for the Sake of healing 
thoſe Breaches, one would think that the Presby- 
tery's Refuſal, ſhould be no Matter of Heart- 
break to Mr. Stark himſell. | 
Now, Moderator, permit me to guide your Eye 
a little towards the Source of the Diſobedience, 
or rather the Reaſon given why they do not com- 
ply with the Order of their Superiors, and try it 


Matter of Conſcience can be therein found; for 


tis poſſible, Sir, that the Presbytery, as well as 
other Men who have high Pretenſions to Devoti- 
on, commonly the higheſt, may miſtake ſome- 
thing elſe for Conſcience *; and I am atraid that 
will be found to be the Caſe : For what is our 
Duty to do, can never be a Matter of Conſcience 
with us to refuſe. 'The Presbytery here, 1s nor 
in the Cafe of a tree People, ftruggling tor their 


juſt Liberty, according to the antient Conſtituti- 


on of their State, and reſiſting the arbitrary Im- 
poſitions of a Tyrannical Prince or an ambitious 
Miniſter; the Reſiſters in that Caſe withſtand the 
Order, becauſe the Powers are exceeded and 
tranſgreſſed, and the Prince alone is aſſuming a 

Power 
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Power which is but in Part his; whereas here 
the Power is owned to make the Decree, and yet 
the Decree 1s reſiſted. 

But further, common Senſe will never permit 
us to ſay, that it can be Matter of Conſcience in 
any particulur Member of a Society, not to com- 
ply with the final Deciſions of the Society, and 
continue at the fame Time a Member of the So- 
ciety ; theſe to are utterly repugnant. If ſuch 


ſcrupulous Member of a Society finds that he 


cannot comply with its final Deciſions in Point of 


Conſcience truly and ſincerely; his Conſcience 


muſt lead him in the firſt Place to withdraw from 
the Society, and declare he is no longer a Mem= 
ber of it; that would be fair Dealing, and like a 
Man of good Conſcience. What would be ſaid 
of a Copartner in Matters of ordinary Commerce, 
whoſe Conſcience would permit him to take his 
Share of the Profits ariſing from the Copartnery, 
and yet make it a Matter of Conſcience to wich- 
ſtand the final Reſolutions of his Copartners in 
the common Concerns of the Company ; Would 
not he be laugh'd at? Yet ſuch and no other can 


poſſibly be this Matter of Conſcience we have 


now under Examination. I maintain theretore, 
that there is no poſſible Way left to the Presbyte- 
ry, Whereby to convince the World that their 
Non-complince is truly owing to Conſcience, 
but by giving up their Miniſterial Function, and 
ceaſing to be of that Society and Body Eccleſia- 
ſtick, whoſe final Deciſions they cannot comply 

with; and then, and then only can it be admit- 
ted, that their Conſciences, tho ſcrupulous, ap- 
pear however to be truly ſincere. 
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To be of a Society, and to comply with the 
final Deciſions of it, are two Things ſo eſſential- 


1y inſeparable, that they can never in any Caſe be 


disjoined ; for to be of a Society, and to reſiſt its 


final Deciſions, is an utter Abſurdity, juſt as much 


as it is to be of any one particular Character and 


Profeſſion, and at the fame Time not to be of it *. 


It is ſo much the common Senſe of Mankind, that 


to be of a Society is to comply with its final De- 


crees, that we diſcover it even in our Infant State; 
don't we ſee School-boys in their little Societies 
and Comeradeſhips ſaying to one another, If you 
won't do, Sir, as we do, you ſhall be none of us? 

If thisis ſo, and I dare ſay there is not one who 
hears me, who will give up his common Senſe ſo 
far as to diſpute it, it will tollow, that the Pre- 
sbytery e have thrown themſelves out of 
the Body Kccleſiaſtick of this Nation; and if the 
Caſe was of a Civil Nature, to be tried before the 
Lords of Seſſion, tis maniteſt that the Forfeiture 


of the Memberſhip is de fatto incurred, and no 
more would be needful to make it effectual in 
Law bur a proper Action of Declarator. I muſt 


own at the ſame Time, that I doubt not but the 
forfeiting Member would be allowed to purge at 
the Bar. If therefore, the Presbytery ſhall be 
found in a Diſpoſition to purge their Contumacy, 
I ſhall be far Nom blaming the Benignity of this 
Reverend Judicature in admitting it as an Attone- 

ment; 
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Zinc & collegia dantur, ubi unius diſſenſus cæterorum o- 
mnium conſonſum reddere irritum poteſt. Etſi, ubi quis ratio- 
nem plane audire nolit, & per ſolam pertinaciam cæteris recte 
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ment; but if they continue 1 the ſame inflexible 
Way, wherein I have always had the Misfortune 
to find them, I leave it to you, Reverend Sir, to 
take proper Care of the Church, which, in my 
humble Opinion, ſeems to be in greater Danger; 
if ſuch Acts of Diſobedience are permitted to go 
into Example, than ever your neighbouring Church 
was when ſhe complained of Danger moſt. 

But I have not done with the Presbytery's 
Grand Plea in Excuſe for this Act of Diſobedience 
by making it a Matter of Conſcience _ 

In Diſcuſſions of this Kind, ſerving to diſcoryet 
What new Things, are really in themſelves, when 
ſtripp'd of the Appellations which diſguiſe them, 
it is a pretty faſhionable Way, which I have all 
along had in my Eye to follow, to confider ths 
Matter in Queſtion in a Negative and poſitive Form, 
unwilling to leave untried any Method whereby 
to get my Thumb on this Point of Conſcience, if 
it is not too volatile to abide my Touch. ; 
I have already confidered it negatively, atid 
have ſufficiently ſhewn What it is not, vis. not 
the Dictate of the Conſcience of a Man of Senſe; 


becauſe repugnant and contradictory to the genes 


tal Senſe of Mankind. Now permit me a little 
to examine it poſitively, and ſee what it truly is; 
and in order to find that, I muſt preſent to you a 
ſhort View of ſome miſtaken Points of Conſcience; 
and in one or other of theſe, I perſwade my felt 
we ſhall find what we are wanting, namely the 
true Foundation of the Presbytery's Scruple. 
But that I may not here be miſtaken, I muff in 


the firſt Place obſerve, that by Mifapprehenſion o 


Things, thro Paſſion and other Infirmities-inci- 
8 C dent 


—— — — — 


— —— — 
n 


— . *. 
—— — — — — — 
K EACH ˙ . i" 
— 2 5 2 * — 2 mY 
— ” — 


— — — — — — 
— — — 


618 2 
dent to Mankind, there may be Scruples and Re- 
luctancies as to certain particular Things, which 
conſiſtently with the utmoſt Sinceriry are called 
Matters of Conſcience, and really believed ſo to 
be, by the ſcrupulous Man himfeli, which howe- 
ver are falſly fo called, thro' want of a due At- 
tention to the Cauſes from which they reall 
ſpring; and therefore, when I ſpeak of miſtaken 
Things of this Sort, I would be underſtood as 


meaning, that the wrong Name given, 1s not done 


knowingly and with Art, but truly and lincerely 
tor I thould be loath to impute Inſincerity to a- 
ny Member of the Presbytery; but I hope I may 
be exculed, tho” I impure to them Miſtakes and 
Miſapprehenſions of Things, from which no Man 
living is exempted. | 

We all know, that there are and have been at 
all 'Times, Non-compliances, which owe their 


Origin to ſome particular Intereſt, which yet at 
the ſame 'Time, has taken Refuge under the 


Name of a real Scruple, and poſſibly the Scruple 
may 1ometimes be real enough. For favourite 
Views are very apt to deceive Men, and we are 
very ingenious in finding out the Ways to deceive 
our ſelves. Our Invention never diſcovers it ſelf 
more acute and ready, than in finding out Argu- 
ments to prove the reaſonableneſs of thoſe Things, 
to which Inclination leads che Way. Theſe 


Scruples may take Sanctuary under the delicate 


Name of a tender Conſcience, it ſo the Parties 
pleafe ; but however, we ſee plain enough, that 
they are the Dictates of the Conſcience of an un- 
attentive intereſted Man deceiving himſelf. 
Sometimes Non=complances of this Kind, 2 
eir 
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their Riſe to the Greift ion of a particular Paſ- 
ſion; a Pride of Heart tor Example, that cannot 
bear either Contradiction in the Beginning or Dit- 
appointment in the End. Here again the Paſſion 
tor Victory plays the ſame Pranks with us, and 
works in us the dine Effects which the favourite 
Intereſt did in the former Caſe, we reaſon our ſelf 
into a Belief that our Unwillingneſs to comply, is 
founded ona ſolid Ground of Scruple, and ſcreen 
our Perverſeneſs and ill Temper, if we are of 
thoſe who have ſome Pretenſions to Devotion, un- 


der the Name of Conſcience ; and if we have no 


Claim to be liſted among the godiy, we make 
Point of Honour ſupply the Place of Conſcience. 
This is a very common Caſe : Becauſe this Pride 
of Heart, which is the original Cauſe, is as inct- 
dent to the meaneſt Artificer, as to the mighrtieft 
Prince, the proudeſt Biſhop, or haughtieſt Presby- 
ter. Non-compliances ariſing from this Source, 
may aſſume, if ſo the Parties pleaſe; the fine 
Names of Integrity and Fortitude of Mind and 
Conſcience ; but we lee at the Bottom, they are 
the Dictates of the Conſcience of a proud wil- 
ful Man, hurried out of his Reaſon by the Vio- 

lence of a governing Paſſion. | 
Nay even the Paſſion of flaviſh Fear, and a 
want of Reſolution to difier from thoſe to whom 
we ſtand bound by ſome particular Relation, or 
whom we are afraid of offending, and loſing their 
Favour and good Graces, will get the better of 
us in the ſelf ſame Way; and altho' the Operati- 
ons of this Paſhon upon us, which has joined to 
ir a Paſſion to pleaſe, alrho, I ſay, its Operations 
upon us proceed in the ſame Way with the former, 
| & 2 yer 
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20 
yet their Productions are di en ; for altho this 
{layiſh Fear may work us up to Reſiſtance, where 
Obedience would offend ; yet its natural 'Tenden= 
cy. is to be pliant and yielding. 

This is yet a more common Caſe than the ſor- 
mer, for here the immoderate Love of Popularity 
runs quite away with us, and What flatters the 
Multicude, muſt either be reſiſted or complied 
with, as the Caſe ſtands : Our Vanity here lends 
its Aid to deceive us, and while we are actin 
under the ſole Power and Governance of theſe 
Motiyęs, ſometimes ſubmitting to the moſt ſervile 
Compliances, at other Times reſiſting the mofg 
juſt and regular Commands, we vainly imagine, 
we are governed by a higher Principle, and ſtamp 
it with the Name of Conſc{ence. 

In a Word, Aoderator, there is not a Paſſion in 
us, that we are not ſubject to gratily at this Rate, 
and yet at the ſame Time make a Merit. of it; by 
the Help and Aſſiſtance of the two uſeſul Terms 
Conſcience and Honour, The laſt we Seculars 
claim as our peculiar Property; the other we leave 
to the State Eccleſiaſtick; and it cannot be deni- 
ed that they ſerve us both in good ſtead, on ma- 
ny Occalions, wherein neither Conſcience nor 
+ ens is to be found. 

Now, Reverend Sir, my Inference from ail this 
is, that the Presbytery's Non-compliance muſt 
be owing ro one cr other of theſe Cauſes, or ſuch 
lige; for we have already ſeen it can never be a 
Natter of Conſcience with a Man of Senſe, be- 
cauie it is unconteſtibly contradictory to the ge- 
neral Senſe of Mankind, as tending to utter Auar- 
chy and Contulion; The Presbytery will theres 
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fore find themſelves' under is Dilemma, either 
to admit, that their Diſobedience is owing to one 
or other of theſe or ſuch like Cauſes, which I have 
laid open before you, or to throw themſelves aut 
of the univerſal Society of Mankind, and ſet up a 
new modell'd Reaſon and common Senſe of their 
own. O. E. A. 

It now only remains, that J open a View to 
the Reverend Synod, upon the Suppoſition that 
the Presbytery ſtand to their Point, that it may 
be conſidered what will be incumbent for this Re- 
yerend Judicature in that Caſe to do, + 

If the Execution of a Sentence of the General 
Aſſembly, touching a Matter which was the pro- 
per Province of the Presbytery to do, accordin 
to the eſtabliſned Forms of the Church, but which 
however might be put to Execution by other 
Hands than thoſe of the Presbytery, was the 
Thing in Queſtion ; the Remedy would be at 
Hand, by appointing thoſe who would execute 
the Sentence in default of the Presbytery : But 
that will not do here; for it is in the Nature of 
the Thing, that it can only be accompliſhed by 
che Presbytery it felt. It is the Presbytery which 
is commanded to receive a Member into their Bo- 
dy ; and if they will not, there 1s but one poſſible 
Way to ſupply the Detect, conſiſtently with the 
Honour and Authoriry of the Supreme Judicature, 
whole Right it is to be obeyed; and that is, in 
Place of a Presbytery who will not obey, to cre- 
ate a new one who will. I wiſh the Presbytery 
would in Time conſider this; for whatever comes 
of the Matter here, it muſt needs come at laſt to 
one of theſe two Things; either the General Af- 
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ſembly muſt ſubmit to the en or the 
Presbytery to it; and which of the two is moſt 
likely to happen, would ſeem to be no hard Mat- 
ter to determine. If the General Aſſembly con- 
tinue to vindicate their Authority and Juriſdiction 
in the laſt Refort, with as prompt a Hand, as 
they ſhewed themſelves ready to do not long 
ſince, in a Caſe where the firſt Community of the 
Nation having ſhewn but a Diſpoſition towards 
complaining to another Judicature in the Fore- 
noon Diet, tound it meet in the Atternoon, to 
make all haſte to ſay Peccavim#s. The Presbytery 
may poſſibly think, that I have complained in a 
very ſtrong Manner, but I beg they would calm- 
Iy conſider the Dignity and Importance of the 
Queſtion, which amounts to no leſs, than whe- 
ther the General Aſſembly has a Juriſdiction in the 
laſt Reſort or no; for if this Reverend Judica- 
ture do not find the Means to convince the Pre- 
sbytery of their Error, but ſuffer this Queſtion to 
mount higher, it muſt of Neceſſity come to what 
Iſay; and the General Aſſembly or their Com- 
miſion, muſt either ſee their Order executed 74 
forma ſpecifica, without the Interpoſition of an Ex- 
pedient, to gratity the Inflexibiliry of an inferior 
Judicature, way reſiſting their Order; or other- 
wiſe, for ever alter give up all Pretenſions to a Ju=- 
riſdiction in the laſt Reſort: Becauſe to have Re- 
courſe to any Expedient in ſuch a Caſe as this, 
would be a fair Acknowledgement of want of 
Powers, and in that Caſe they could never find 
Fault with Complainers appealing to ſome other 
Court for the direct and proper Remedy, ſince 
in every State a direct and proper Remedy is 
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ſome where or other to be found; and if the Ec- 
cleſiaſtick Courts cannot give it, it muſt needs be 
competent to the Civil. 

But, Moderator, I can never give my ſelf Leave 
to think the General Aſſembly will ever be ſo 
complaiſant to an interior Judicature, as to do a 
Thing which would weaken their Juriſdiction in 
its moſt capital Article, otherwiſe a newer and 
more ſurpriſing Thing will happen, than even this 
Act of Diſobedience, new as it is; and that is, 
to ſee a ſovereign and inferior Court engaged in a 
Threap which ſhall get the better, and the Sove- 
reign Court give it up, When the general Senſe of 
Mankind is on their Side of the Queſtion. That 
would be a Wonder indeed; and if the Presbyte- 
ry are truſting to ſo extraordinary an Event to 
fave them; all I ſhall ſay, Great is their Faith. 
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A Pleading in the ſame Cauſe; 


before the very Reverend 
Commiſſion of Aſſembly. 


E come before the very Reverend 
Ja. Commiſſion, by this Appeal, to aps. 
8 ply for the Execution of a Sentence of 
the laſt General Aﬀembly. _ 
The Caſe is ſhortly this, Mr. Robert Stark was 
ſettled and ordained Miniſter of the Goſpel to the 
Pariſh of Xinre/s, by a Committee appointed by 
| the very Reverend Commiſſion. Upon his Settles, 
ment he claimed his Seat in the Presbytery of 
Dumfermling; they denied it him: He appealed 
to the Synod of Fife in April. laſt; the Reverend 
: Synod received and enrolled him as a Member of 
their own Body, conſidering him as a Mentbet 
of the Presbytery of Dumfermling de jure; but for 
the obtaining Poſſeſſion upon his Right to a Seat 
in the Presbytery, they remitted him to the laſt 
General Aﬀembly. The Venerable Aſſembly, af- 
ter heating of a Complaint which was brought 
before them againſt his Settlement, diſmiſs'd it; 
and at the ſame Time ordained the Presbytery ot 
| Dumfermling peremptorily, on the Day of theit 
| firſt ordinary Meeting next aſtet the Atlemblyz to 
admit and enroll him as a Member of the Presbys, 
tery. Accotdingly Mr. Stark appeated at. that 
Meeting, with an Extract of the Allembly's Sen- 
tence in his Hand, and purſuant theteto, ciaved 
tus Place in their _— This Claim; aftef the 
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inature Deliberation of ſome Hours, they would 
not comply with, but put off the further Conſi- 


deration of the. Affair till theit next Meeting: 
Which Delay being, in the Nature of the Thing, 
4 plain Retufal, and a direct Act of Diſobedience 


to the peremptory Order of the General Aſſem- 
bly, requiring the Admithon and Enrollment on 
that very Day, Mr. Stark proteſted againſt their 
faid Reſolution, and appealed for Redreſs to the 
Synod of Fife in September; and I did the ſame in 
Name and Behalf of Sir John Bruce of Kinroſs, be- 
ing aggrieved by the Presbytery's Reſolution, tho 
in outward Appearance only a Delay, we found 
our ſelves under a Neceſſity to take this Opportu- 
nity of entring our Appeal, or lofing one altoge- 
ther; and for this manifeſt Reaſon, becauſe the 
Seaſon for obtaining Relief might be overpaſt be- 
fore it would pleaſe the Presbytery to reſume the 
Conſideration of our Affair; and the ſhort Ac- 
quaintance I had made with this Reverend Pres- 
bytery, taught me to keep the Means of my Re- 
dreſs in my own Hands. 

This Appeal, Reverend Sir, we jointly proſe- 


_ Eunted before the Reverend Synod of Fife in Sep- 


tember laſt, and we did not doubt but the Reve- 
rend Synod, in ſo plain a Caſe, would have pro- 
ceeded to ordain the Presbytery forthwith to o- 
bey, or, in caſe of a continued Diſobedience, to 
have uſed ſome propet Compulſatory; but inſtead 
of that, the Synod went in ſearch of an Expedi- 
ent, as if the Presbytery, after being ſo long re- 


ſtive, might at laſt be gently and inſenſibly led 


into the Road of Obedience. Such was the out- 


ward Complexion of the Expedient, and ſuch with 
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ſome might be the true and real Intention of it: 
But ſuch might not be the Uſe that would be made 
of it; and we humbly contend it was not the fir 
and proper Remedy. 'The Expedient was this ; 
they named a Committee to be joined with the 
Presbytery, to meet at Kinroſs, and to uſe their 
united Endeavours to bring in the recuſant Pari- 
ſhioners of Kinroſs to be Mr. Starts Hearers, in 


| the View, as it would ſeem, that the People yield- 


ing, the Presbytery would obey. | 
\ Againſt this Sentence I proteſted, and appealed 
to this Commiſſion in Name and Behalt of Sir 
John Bruce; and J am now with your Permiſſion, 
Reverend Sir, to enlarge a little, and but a little 
on the Reaſons of Appeal. 175 

T wo things offer themſelves here to the Conſi- 
deration of the very Reverend Commiſſion: One 


is of a publick Nature and general Concern; the 


other is the particular Intereſt and Concern of the 
Appellant, regarding the quiet and happy Settle- 
ment of his Miniſter, and the Peace of the Pariſh, 
which for the moſt Part belongs to himſelf. 

As to the i, I ſhall need to ſay very little to fo 


Reverend and Learned a ſudicature, upon fo clear 
and unconteſted a Queſtion, namely, Whether 
the Presbytery refuſing to obey a Decree of the 
General Aſſembly, ordaining a Point of execu- 
tive Obedience, which can alone be executed by 
the Presbytery, ought not to be laid under ſome 
proper Compulſatory, which ſhall oblige them ei- 
ther to comply, or to make Room tor others who 


will? | | 
I take it for granted, That the General Aſſem- 


| bly of this Church hath a Juriſdiction in the laſt. 


C2 Re- 
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Reſort in all Cauſes and Things Eccleſiaſtick. I 

ke it likewiſe tor granted, that Presbyteries are 
inferior Judicatories ot the Church, and ſubordi- 
nate, whoſe Sentences, as well as thoſe of Sy- 
nods, are reverſible by the General Aſſembly. 
And from theſe Principles in the Eccleſiaſtick Con- 
ſtitution, I conclude that the General Aſſembly 
have a Right to be obeyed by Presbyteries, with- 
out which, its ſupreme ſuriſdiction would be al- 
together inſignihcant. 1 | 

If then they have a Right to be obeyed, and 
are not; the uſe of proper Compulſatories muſt 
needs be competent to them, to compel Obedi- 
ence. And if they are competent and not made 
uſe of upon ſo new and flagrant an Inſtance 
of Diſobedience as this is; I leave it to the very 
Reverend Commiſſion to judge, whether ſuch Re- 
miſsneſs in this Judicature, ro whom the Care of 
the Execution of the General Aſſembly's Senten- 
ces is committed, would not be of the moſt dan- 
gerous Conſequence to the preſent Eſtabliſhment 
of the Church, at a Time when there appears 
to be ſuch a Ferment in Country Pariſhes, and ſuch 
indecent Freedoms taken by the meaneſt of the 
Commons of chis Country, to arraign the Acts 
and judicial Proceedings of the General Aſſembly 
and her Commiſſion. ; 

The Reverend Commiſſion, after conſidering 
how much the Intereſts of the Church are concer- 
ned, to bring the Presbytery to a due Senſe of 
their Offence, will pleaſe in the next Place to 
conſider how much the Pariſh in particular ſuffers 
by this continued and obſtinate Diſobedience to 
the Decree and Order of the General Aſſembly. 
Does 
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powerful Perſwaſion that we 
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Does not the natural rendency of it ſerve to che- 
riſh and maintain that Spirit of Oppoſition to Mr. 
Stark's Miniſtry, which fince his Settlement, as 
well as before, has given ſo much 'Trouble to_the 
Judicatures of the Church? What can it be 
which ſhould induce Men deftin'd to the Plough, 
to leave the Buſineſs of their Farms, and forgetting 
all at once their accuſtomed Habitudes of Aſſidui- 
ty and Induſtry at Home, be tempted to dance 
idly about in ſo unwearied an Attendance upon 
Judicatures ? Can this be reaſonably ſuppoſed 
to have happened at firſt, without Inſtigation ? 
or can we imagine that without prompring 1t 
would be continued ? All the World knows that 
theſe Men are bred up to a Way of Life ſo little 
likely to incite them to an Attendance in Courts of 
Judicature, that it muſt be _— to ſome very 
ee them ſo often 
there. We hearthem heavily complaining when 
they are obliged to appear in Civil Courts, as 
the Thing in the World the moſt irkſome to them, 
and for which they are ſo little cut out: What 
can it be then which makes them take ſuch De- 
light inthe Ecelefiaftick ? Be it granted, Reverend 
Sir, that they are thereto prompted by an earneft 
Deſire of their own, in order to get for their Mi- 
niſter the Man they like; yet after they have got 
a Minifter, and when they ſee they can get no o- 
ther ; what ſhould make them run to a Synod, 
and then bring them hither, not for any immedi- 
ate Concern of their own, but to ſee what comes 
of the Presbytery ? 
'Thus it is, theſe Pariſhioners on the one Part, 
(following the Example of the Presbytery) make 
| | Y it 
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ic a Matter of Conſcience not to ſubmit to Mr. 
Star ks Miniſtry; and the Presbytery on the other 
Part, to ſhew Example, make it a Matter of Con- 
{ctence to diſobey the General Aſſembly. 

Here then muſt we expect to find the Cauſe of 
the Continuation of the Strife and Animoſities in 
the Pariſh, nouriſhed and preſerved in the greater 
Vigour, by how much the Presbytery make a bol- 
der ſtand. 8 . F116 3 

However the Reverend Synod, from an ex- 
treme Indulgence towards the Presbytery, and to 


fave Appearances after a repeated and continued 


Act of Diſobedience, in conſequence of a Principle 
of Conſcience, propoſed to unty this Knot, by 
uling Means for prevailing with the Pariſhioners 
to break off ſirſt; but may not the Pariſhioners 
ſay, that their Conſciences are as delicate as thoſe 
4 the Presbytery; and 'tis more natural as well 
as in this Caſe more reaſonable, that the Presby- 
tery ſhould ſhow them the Way. Mayn't they 


ſay that they can by no Means comprehend how 


that which hitherto. has been a Duty, all things re- 
maining in the ſame Situation, thould ceaſe to be 
ſuch for the future. 

Now I ſubmit it to the Reverend Commiſſion 
if the Appellant had not good Reaſon to diſlike the 
Expedient projected by the Synod. Was it not 
plainly to run round in a Circle, without coming 
to any Iſſue, to propoſe that the Pariſhioners 
ſhould yield, in order to induce the Presbytery to 
do ſo, when the Pariſhioners have ſo much ſtrong- 
er Reaſon to ſay, That the Scruple of the Presby- 
rery was the firſt Spring of theirs, and the probable 
Cauſe of its preſent Continuation? - | 
5 h Since 
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Since then the Expedient was ſo ill calculated 
for attaining the End propoſed thereby, the Ap- 
pellant muſt be excuſed for ſaying, that it appear- 
ed to him to be more likely to ſerve for the kind- 
ling up of a new Flame, than for the Smothering 
an old one, in as much as it opened a Paſſage fair 
and wide, through which all the bad Humours of 
the Pariſh would have found an ample Vent. 

It could not but occur on this Oceaſion to the 
Appellant, 'That was the Presbytery in the leaſt 
Ditpoiition to uſe their Endeavours with the re- 
cuſant Pariſhioners to go to Church, they did not 
at all want the Aid of a Committee to enable 
them to accompliſh it; for who ſo proper and fit 
Inſtruments tor removing Scruples of Conſcience 
as thoſe who begor them: | 9 2 

Now, Moderator, give me only leave to ſhew 
you this Expedient in one other Light, and I ſhall 
have done. | 4 | 
The recuſant Pariſhioners, you ſee, were to 
caſt a Copy of Submiſſion and Obedience for the 
Presbyrery ; was not this a very ſtrange Sort of 
Expedient in the preſent Caſe? 'That theſe poor 
Men, thus governed by the Example of the Pres- 
bytery, thould be thought on as the proper Per- 
ſons to caſt an Example, and be a Pattern to the 
Presbytery ; that thoſe Men, who of the two were 
in the Eye of the World to be preſumed the leaſt 
reaſonable, ſhould be pitched upon as the fit- 
reſt of the two to be firſt gained into an Act of 
Obedience and Submiſſion; Or, that in the Pra- 
ctice of a Precept of our moſt holy Religion, 
which enjoins Obedience and Submiſſion to law= | 


ful Authority, a Reverend Synod ſhould . 
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to the particular Concern of the N 
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ppellant, o 
Miniſter, and of the Pariſh; and when the preſent 
Ferment in ſo great a. Number of Putiſhes in this 
Kingdom, is bur a little reflected upon, together 
with che Freedom taken in throwing odious Co- 
tours upon the Proceedings of the General Aſſem- 
bly and Commiſſion,” even from the *Pulpit; and 
when the Cauſes to which theſe Things are pro- 


it bably owing are alſo examined, I hope the 

| 1 RT — will nor think it fit © ak 

q ty with this Aft of e as the Synod 
14 has done. | 
14 It will appear to the | Revetchd: "Commis | 


if ſion, When the Neceſſity « of f preſerving inviolable 
14 the Auth of a ſupreme Court is attentively 
40 conſidered, that this Act of Reſiſtance to the Au- 
chority of the General Aſſembl y, is not a Matter to 
il be trifled withy or that the Presbytery by Means of 

N an Expedient, are to be flattered into Obedience; 
. which the probable Foundation would be laid 
acting the ſame thing over again, perhaps in a 
Matter af greater Importance; and thereby alſo 
the Awe and Reverence due to the Supreme Ec 
101 eleſiaſtick Sanction would be ſuffered to langyifh | 
$11 and loſe its Strength and Vigour, in the Uſe of | 
11 — weak. = for ſubduing che moſt 
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